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ACTS wir. f. 


I HAVE FOUND THIS MAN A PESTILENT 
FELLOW, AND A MOVER OF SEDITION AMONG 
ALL THE JEWS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, | 
AND A RINGLEADER OF THE SECT OF THE 
NAZARENES, 


The arraignment of Paul before Felix the 


roman governor, and the ſpeech of Tertullus 
on that occaſion, are in the recollection of every 
one, the leaſt acquainted with the hiſtory of 
our apoſtle. This was the commencement of 
the proſecution againſt him; a proſecution, the 
general characters of which will afford us a 


leſſon of uſeful inſtruction, from the united 


_ conſideration of the conduct of the proſecutors, | 
the magiſtrates, , and the priſoner, 


A 1 Claudius 


FI 
Claudius Lyſias, a roman captain, having 
been called to a tumultuous aſſembly of the 
Jews who were diſpoſed to inflict ſummary pu- 
niſhment upon the perſon of Paul, reſcued him 
from the untempered rage and vidlench of the 


multitude. Lyſias, finding that he was accuſed 
only upon ſome queſtions of their law, but of 


nothing worthy of death or impriſonment, 


(Acts xxiii. 29) ſent him, under a guard of 
ſoldiers to Antipatris, (ver. 31.) giving them a 
letter to Felix the governor of the province, who. 


received the priſoner and this ſtate of his caſe ; ; 


and, in the courſe of a few days, proceeded 


to | hear his cauſe with due N 


The 80 was ay againſt Paul by . 
5 Ananias the high prieſt and the elders; and 
Tertullus, as the retained advocate of the j Jews, | 


wen the Anh againſt him. 


#6 Finding this n man to be a peſt and a mover. 


| of ſedition, ſaid he, among all the jews throughout 


the world, and a ringleader of the ſect of the Na- 

zarenes, and preſuming alſo to profane the temple; 
40e laid hold on him, and would have judged him 
according to our law. |Wakefield.] He then 


| goes on to recite a narrative of their proceed- 
15 ings. | | 


The 
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E349 
The defence of Paul before Felix, and after- 
wards before Feſtus his ſucceſſor, (xxiv. 27.) 
and finally before Agrippa, by whom, after 
much vexation and delay, he was diſmiſſed, 
are, all of them, maſter pieces of human elo- 


His appeal to Cæſar, are the ſequel of his me- 
apoſtles. 

5 The confeſſion of Paul before Felix, (xxiv. 
with. Concerning theſe queſtions their laws 
were happily ſilent, and conſequently he was 
giſtrate, though from the zeal of the multitude, 


| excited by their prieſts, he had been evans d 
7; e la and his life i in danger. 


that we ſeparately conſider the nature of the 


of his trial. The application of the caſe of our 


ration of his conduct under theſe Arn 
n PRINT * him. Bu 


As: 


quence. His ſubſequent voyage to Rome and 


morable hiſtory recorded in the acts of the 15 


14. 16.) was an ingenuous acknowledgment of 
every fact which they could juſtly charge him 


not amenable to the tribunal of the civil ma- 


The arrangement of our ſubjeRt will require i 
charge againſt him, — his defence, and the reſult 


_ apoſtle to ourſelves will ariſe from the conſide- 


„ eo 
— 4 * 


is to charge him with being a nuiſance to ſociety, 


juſt and adequate end in view, and without re- 
giarding that obedience which is due to every 
well regulated government, founded on the 
peoples conſent and approbation.— To impute 
to him the being a ringleader of the ſect of the 
Nazarenes, and preſuming alſo to profane the 
temple, were criminations which will be found 
to be extra- judicial. In the caſe of Paul, the 
former charge was abſolutely falſe; the latter 
was frivolous, and beyond the — of 
the judge. | 


ie peace, which in its principle militates againſt 
the well-being of ſociety, ſhould ſeem to be 
properly and immediately cognizable before 


tors of the public peace. But, to do that which 


giſtrate has no concern, is not to be imputed 
to any man as ſedition ; but, on the contrary, 
every interruption of the public peace, conſe= i 
quent upon any unſeaſonable interference, is, 
in juſtice, to be aſcribed to thoſe who, from a 


(6) 
With reſpect to the firſt of theſe. To charge 
a man with being a peſt and a mover of ſedition, 


and a diſturber of the public peace, without a 


| Every direct and open diſturbance of the pub- 


thoſe who are lawfully appointed the conſerva- 


it is lawful to do, or that with which the ma- 


weak 


40 

weak or 4 perverted judgment, attempt to im- 
pede any member of ſuch ſociety from doing 
what he had a right to do, and what, in many 
caſes, is doing no more than it is his duty to do. 


The religious faith of man is not within the 
magiſtrate's proper province; becauſe it reſpects 
not the concern of man with man, as a citizen 
of any ſtate, but of man with God as a reaſon- 
able and accountable being ; and becauſe reli- 
gious faith or opinion is, in its very nature, be- 
yond his knowledge, and ſuperior to whatever 
advantage any excluſive protection may be ſup- = 
poſed to beſtow, or any temporal puniſhment to 


When Paul was dine with * a ring- 
leader of the ſect of the Nazarenes, and having 
profaned the temple, ſuch charge implied no 
more, at that time, than that he was a diſciple 
of Jeſus Chriſt in gerſeral;* and had preached 
Chriſt crucified, which was to the jews a ſtum- 
bling block and to the greeks fooliſhneſs. With 
theſe imputations the civil magiſtrate had no con- 
dern, becauſe the preaching the goſpel of Chriſt 
by Paul, did in nowiſe diſturb the allegiance of 
the n to the then 3 government, or 
85 1 3 


* See Moſheim. Eecles, Hift. 8vo. ad Edit. v. i. p. 173. 
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643 
was indeed, in any way concerned with the po- 
litical inſtitutions of any civil ſociety, as ſuch. | 

When Paul pleaded to theſe charges, he re- 
plied that, after the way which they called hereſy, 


he worſhipped the God of his fathers, who was 


no other than the one only living and true God, 


The diſtinction which he makes in this acknow- 
ledgment in ſaying that he did ſo, ter the way 
which they called hereſy, means neither more 


nor leſs, than after a way different from their 
own. Paul owned the divine authority of the 


law and the prophets; ; but ſuperadded, a belief 
in the divine commiſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. Hav- 
ing this additional teſtimony in ſupport of his 
faith, he had additional motives to give the ; 
ſame religious homage to the God of his fa- 
| thers. He did not, becauſe of the preaching of 
the goſpel, change the object of divine worſhip, 
or admit any other being to ſhare in it; but, 

| believing in the preaching of Jeſus Chriſt, as a 
meſſenger and prophet of God, he was more 
ſtrongly perſuaded to honour and obey the God 
of his fathers than before. This principle of 
our apoſtle, the bigotted jews reproached; and 


being ſomewhat different from their own, they 


called it HERESY, It ſhould, however, be ob- 
_ ſerved, that this term is a very harmleſs word 


in its original ont, and i involves no greater 
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real criminality than Paul readily acceded to. 
Ic has, indeed, received a different acceptation 
in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, and been ſhamefully per- 
verted by eccleſiaſtical bigots from the days of 
Paul to our own, to the general annoyance of 
the chriſtian world, and no leſs general extirpa- 
tion of chriſtian charity. 


In further 88 of himſelf Paul declar- 
| ed that his perſuaſion, « that there would be 
a reſurrection both of the juſt and the unjuſt,” 
was fo far from being a novel doctrine, that his 

very accuſers allowed 1 it. The ſadducees indeed 
maintained that there was no reſurrection, but 

the great body of the jews believed in it. What 
then ſhall we ſay for his perſecutors, ſeeing that 
he worſhipped the ſame one God of his fathers, 
Lrreceived the fame ſcriptures, —believed in 
the ſame prophets, and held, in common with | 
them, the doctrine of a reſurrection from the 
dead. And, as if it were to fill up the meaſure of 
the iniquity of this perſecution of Paul, obſerve 
the ſequel of his confeſſion, —that he endea- 
voured to have always a conſcience void of 
offence towards God and men. This might, 
indeed, irritate the malice of the prieſts in the 
days of Paul, as ſimilar recommendations may 
have done, in various caſes, in every ſucceeding 
century : Juſt as the characters of truth and vir- 
rue 


(0 


tue wal irritate the reſentment or calumniators 


on leſſer occaſions. 83838 


8 us now attend to the conſequences of 


this proſecution of Paul. His « enemies, failing 


to ſubſtantiate their charge, were defeated. 


They ſucceeded in nothing except involving | 
our apoſtle in all the vexations which are ever 
attendant upon matters of this kind; and which 
oftentimes fall more heavy and ſevere, than the 
- puniſhment legally appropriated to ſeveral ſpe- 


cific and notorious offences againſt the ſtate. 


| Aﬀeer the final cloſe of this buſi neſs, Paul conti- 
nued (at Rome) two whole years in his own bired 
houſe ; ; and gladly received always every one that 
came unto bim: preaching the kingdom of Ged, 


” reaching, with all confidence, concerning the 
lord Fe ſus Cbriſt, without bindrance. "_ 


XXVIILL 30 and 31. ) Wakefield. 


The application of this part of the el 8 


hiſtory ought not to be confined to any one 


time, any one place, or any one perſon. The 


principles upon which all parties acted ſhould be 
duly conſidered with a view to gain all poſſible 
advantage from the example they have afforded 
us, by abandoning what 1 is W_ and ag. 
to what 1 is | right. e | 
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6110 
The civil Magiſtrate will do well to recollect 

the conduct of Gallio on a ſimilar occaſion, who 

declined to meddle with any of theſe things. 

He muſt ſee how very injurious to truth, and 

how foreign to his proper buſineſs, i it is to in- 

terfere with the religious faith of any ſubject of 
any tate; how contrary it is, to his own true 
Intereſt to oppreſs by violence, or to ſtifle by 
bribery, the religious principle in man, which 
is the beſt foundation of all true Is even 
to o the beſt m nnn 


In the cola 0 the . we may ob- 
ſerve every thing that can give real dignity 
to the character of the true chriſtian. An 

undaunted mind, with a well governed temper 
towards his perſecutors and judges: fortitude 
without arrogance, integrity without diſſimu- 

lation, firmneſs without obſtinacy, humility 
without meanneſs. A ſpirit worthy of a mar- 


tyr, a meekneſs becoming an apoſtle. Never 1 
did the beauty and dignity of a good mind | 
break forth in more elegant ſimplicity, than 
that of Paul when he replied to Agrippa in | 
the public court, — I would to God, that not | 
only thou, but all likewiſe, who hear me this day, | 


.Lvere both almoſt and altogether ſuch as 1 allo am, 
except theſe bend. (Acts xxvi. 29.) 


As 


(2) 
As we have obſerved generally on the 420 
of the civil magiſtrate, it will become us to 
ſay ſomething upon the duty of che chriſtian 


citizen living in a country where there ls, what 
is called, a chriſtian ne 


The inſüncken to ſtand faſt in ha Why: 
| wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, expreſſes a 
duty of primary obligation and conſequence. 

If we do not faithfully attend to this important 
duty, all inquiry after truth will be in-vain at the 
| beſt, —will probably involve us in uneaſineſs, and 
produce nothing but vexation of ſpirit. It may, 
indeed, diſcover our many errors in opinion, 
and favlts in practice, — but it will alſo preſent 
to us our diſgraceful bondage, and the crimi- 
nality of every voluntary compliance with it. 
Ancient prejudices may long conceal the truth, 
but they will gradually diſperſe before the light 
of the goſpel. And who is there that can view, 
without the deepeſt regret, our chriſtian liberty 
deſtroyed by an eſtabliſhed ſervitude, the moſt 
humiliating proſpect of all others, to a rational 
creature of God, informed and 2 by 
revelation. 
We cannot more worthily exerciſe our reaſon 
than | in inquiring into the credibility of every 
revelation 


448-3 

revelation of the will of God, and in diſcover- 
ing the meaning and import of thoſe pages, 
where we are told ſuch revelation 1s to be found. 
But what avails this inquiry, or this conſequent 
diſcovery, if any ſyſtem of faith is predeter- 
mined upon. by the ſtate, and excluſively pro- 
| tected, on the one hand, by civil and eccleſiaſti- 
cal endowments, and, on the other, by pains 

and penalties, and ſecluſion from civil and 
religious rights. : 


In ſuch a ſituation, it is a duty, which de- 
volves with double force upon the chriſtian and 
the proteſtant, to vindicate and maintain, by 
all lawful and honourable means, the right 


which he cannot give up, without renouncing 


chriſtianity, and ſubverting the principles of his 
chriſtian proteſt againſt the claims of the church 
of Rome. 


When the civil governors of a country have 
given occaſion, by the impertinent interference 
of their authority, for their ſubjects to ſeek re- 
lief in this matter, it has been no unuſual thing 
to brand ſuch remonſtrants with the imputation . 
of ſedition; the charge of being a mover of 
ſedition, has been again and again repeated 
without any foundation. So perverſe has been 
the policy of men, that there has been no avoid- 


ing 


| (14) 

Y ing this ſcandal, nor is it to be expected that it 
will, in future, be dealt out with a more ſparing 

| hand. Since, therefore, we muſt be contented 
= do ſhare in the hard uſage of Paul, and of others, 
1 who have gone before us, let us like him, 
[ and the more excellent followers of our lord, 


x endeavour not to deſerve the n epi- 
l! | 


It is a matter worthy the moſt ſerious and 

public conſideration, — that if the application 
for the reſtoration of our deareſt and moſt valu- 

able rights is to be miſrepreſented,—the perſons 
of the appellants to be proſcribed, —and, in the 


Ii end, the redreſs not to be obtained without tu- 
I mult; the public voice ought neither to depre- 
| ciate the value of the right, to condemn the 
il Juſtice of the claim, or blame the peaceable 
[i contenders for the liberty and rights of the 
li goſpel. As well might the robber charge the 
Li perſon he has plundered with raiſing a diſturb- 
1 ance in the ſtate by attempting to recover his 
[i own, —as the civil power condemn the remon- 
'vF ftrants for chriſtian liberty as being movers of 
| ſedition. Indeed, all blame and reproach, in 
0 ſuch caſe, belong to the obſtinacy and violence 
[| of thoſe only, who reject every chriſtian and 
Li _ Proteſtant plea. 

[1 If 

| ; 


(15 ) 
If there is one right more valuable than ano- 
ther, it is that which reſpects our concerns with 
God and our own conſcience: and as human 
meaſures cannot ultimately regulate, or indeed 
affect either, men ſhould, in no caſe, attempt 
to obtrude their authority where, at beſt, it is 


nugatory, but, more generally, * hurtful , 
and prejudicial, 


The preſent Gituation of the chriſtian world 
in this reſpect, is a pretty ſtrong proteſt againſt 
the principle of my arguments, but their preſent 
conduct does not conclude againſt the praftica- 
bility of a reformation; or the probability of 
à ſpeedy reſtoration of thoſe religious rights, 
which the civil inſtitutions of Europe have de- 
In this country, a great part of the religious 
| liberty we enjoy is by ſufferance, not by law. 
And, from a deluſion, ariſing from a profligacy 
of manners, and conſequent dereliftion of a 
proper regard to all principle, we may, for 
ſome time longer, call in vain for that perfect 
and eftabliſhed liberty which reaſon and ſcrip- 
ture, common ſenſe and common policy would 
make our own; the eſtabliſhment of which 
would add a tranſcendant dignity to any legiſla- | 


WO 


ä 
ture, and exhibit to the world at large, how 
much more bleſſed it is to give than to receive; 


It is not to be imagined, but that, (gene- 


rally ſpeaking,) mens” underſtandings are pre- 


pared and informed, though their temper has 
ſuffered a moſt untoward derangement. Never- 
theleſs, it is moſt probable that this temper will 
be meliorated, and a ſpirit, more congenial 
with the goſpel of Chriſt, will animate the dif- 


ciples of the ſame common maſter. 


! « 


| Be it, therefore, our care to ok diligently 
over ourſelves, our principles, and our conduct. 
| Let us neither be intimidated by the threats or 
inſolence of men, nor inveigled into ſupineneſs 
by ſpecious promiſes. Let us be firm and in- 
flexible in the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs ; 
and while we innocently become all things to all 
men, in order to gain ſome, let us never loſe 


ſight of the juſtice we owe to the cauſe of chriſ- 


tian liberty, to ourſelves, and to our poſte- 


rity. And, finally, let us in ſeaſon and out of 


ſeaſon, appeal to the underſtanding and religion 
of our countrymen; and when common pru- 
dence ſhall ſuggeſt and approve the opportunity, 
let us again appeal to the legiſlature which holds 
us in bondage, for that liberty which would 
leave us to diſcharge the united fenen of 
c good 
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good chriſtians A rd r citizens, agrecably to 
the e 


When we read of the heavy burdens impoſed 
by the ſcribes and phariſees, - we cannot over- 
look either the ſeyerity of reproof, with which 

| Chriſt ſpake of them, or the patience and good 
temper with which he carried himſelf towards 

| theſe men. In like manner, let us remember 
always to diſtinguiſh between blaſphemy and the 
blaſphemer, between perſecution and the . 
cutor. 


THE END. 
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